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THE ROGUE SHAKESPEARE EXPERIENCE - LIVE!

a brand new LIVE solo show, starring OFFIE Award-winning poet-playwright, Ryan J-W Smith (aka 

‘Rogue Shakespeare’) previews 7.30pm, July 21-25, 2026 @ Barons Court Theatre, London


LONDON, JUNE 20, 2026


Rogue Shakespeare® (aka Ryan J-W Smith) has written over 3,300 ‘Shakespearean’ or ‘English’ sonnets, and counting - 
making him “the most prolific sonneteer in world history” - The Fan Carpet. The first 500 of his sonnets were published in 
2012 in his book, 500 Shakespearean Sonnets: The Diary of a Poetic Quest for Truth, which received widespread critical 
acclaim: 


“Candid, spiritual, philosophical and sometimes boldly political... a landmark in literature” - Watkins Magazine

“..splendidly contemporary... a tour de force” - Herald Scotland


“awe-inspiring… political, even hard-hitting at times. honest and very real - highly recommended” - Book A Poet


This summer, Smith will set a new literary milestone with the release of his first 1,000 sonnets in his new book: Rogue 
Shakespeare’s Sonnets - Truth in Verse - Part I: The Path to Enlightenment in the Brave New World, released Friday 
July 3rd, 2026. To help promote his new book, and his mission to bring raw, honest poetry to the people, Smith has created a 
brand new solo show that will debut July 21-25 @ Barons Court Theatre, London this summer. 


Based loosely on his new podcast, where Smith writes bespoke sonnets on the spot for his guests, the audience-interactive 
live show, hosted by Smith, will consist of various fun theatre games for the audience, and clever theatrical devices, to 
demonstrate Smith’s skill at instantly writing perfectly structured rhyming iambic sonnets at lightening speed. 


Clearly the show is highly educational, but it is also fun, as Smith is known for his award-winning plays and comedic 
acting. Thus, humour, intelligent conversation, and some on-point political observations ensure something for everyone. 
Even teenagers will get involved as Smith will assign young volunteers from the audience to check that: i) he is not cheating 
by using AI; ii) his meter is accurate; iii) his rhymes are whole rhymes; iv) his sonnets are 'cool'. The audience will also 
attempt (and fail) to write their own sonnets during the show - some of which may be recited - to much guaranteed hilarity. 


Never the same show twice! Due to the improvisational nature of the show, no two performances of the Rogue Shakespeare 
Experience will ever be the same. Thus, audiences can see the show again and again - as every show will feature new 
sonnets, new topics, new comedy and new volunteers! 


Smith’s verse, in the form of his plays, has already received innumerable accolades, including: OFFIES Award-winner 
2025; two-time Hollywood Fringe International Award Winner (and two-time nominee); Amnesty International Freedom of 
Expression Award Nomination; two-time Encore Producers’ Award Winner; Hollywood Fringe Comedy Award Nomination; 
Gandhi Foundation Award Recipient; The Observer - Edinburgh Fringe Producer of the Year Award; three-time Arts Council 
England Award Recipient, and countless 4 and 5-star reviews from professional theatre critics all over the world. Smith’s 
verse on film has also been selected for inclusion in many notable international film festivals, including the Cannes Film 
Festival.


Find out more here: https://www.rogueshakespeare.com/experience 


SHOW TIMES AND DATES: July 21-25, 7.30pm (approx 75 mins)

ADDRESS: Barons Court Theatre, 28a Comeragh Road, London W14 9HR 

TICKETS: on sale now: https://www.baronscourttheatre.com/rogueshakespeare 

PRESS COMPS - email: info@rogueshakespeare.com 

Press photos etc: https://www.rogueshakespeare.com/press 
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